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COMMENT ON STATISTICAL TABLES

Our statistical tables for the year ending June 30, 1945, show signs of
emergence from the wartime slump in litigation, particularly in the district
courts. , .
Busivess oF THE Districr CoURTS

During the current statistical year, 16,330 civil cases were commenced in
the district courts, and 16,152 were disposed of, compared to 14,298 last year,
and 12,940 for the year ended June 30, 1943. Much of this increase is accounted
for by divorce cases which are still growing in number, but there is also an
increase in other types of business. Civil cases other than divorce increased
from 6,603 in the statistical year 1944 to 7,222 in 1945; while divorce cases
increased from 7,695 to 8930. Contested cases also increased from 2,267 to
2,475, but civil jury trials dropped from 129 to 106. Motions and demurrers
declined from 11,633 to 10,956, which is still an adequate number. There were
162 appeals to the Supreme Court, compared to 145 in the previous year.
77 percent of the contested cases were tried within six months from filing,
compared with 75 percent the year before.

There were 1,564 criminal cases disposed of during the year, almost exactly
the same as the year before. However, there were twice as many criminal
trials, 262 as compared with 130. 82 percent of the criminal trials were held
within six months after filing. 17 criminal cases were appealed to the Supreme
Court, while only 11 were appealed the previous year.

While the number of divorce cases increased from 7,695 to 8,930 (an increase
of 1,245), the number of divorces granted was only 6,006 as compared to 5577
in the previous year (an increase of 429 or about 7% percent). Divorces were
denied in 43 cases. The remainder of the divorce cases are accounted for by
2,854 dismissals, compared with 2,089 in the previous year. This may show
some tendency toward reconciliation in a moderate percentage of the cases,
which are often hastily filed in these days of domestic stress. Emergencies
were declared in only 790 cases, compared with 852 the previous year.

No detailed analysis has been made of personal injury or foreclosure cases
which formed such a large part of district court litigation in prewar years,
but a casual examination of the reports in our office shows that the former
were greatly reduced in number and the latter were almost nonexistent during
the past year. Both may be expected to resume their normal proportions
during the postwar period, with consequent increase in the work of the courts.
It is possible that the same will be true of criminal cases. With the return
of this business, plus the normal increase which is already manifesting itself,
it is probable that the district courts, with few exceptions, will have an abun-
dance of business to handle during the next few years. The legislature of 1945
showed commendable foresight in not undertaking a general judicial reappor-
tionment during this abnormal period.

BusiNess oF THE ProBATE COURTS

The aggregate business of the probate courts, during the year ending June
30, 1945, was about the same as during the previous year. There was a decline
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In number of estates opened, juvenile cases, insanity hearings and orders made
in district court cases by the probate judge. There was an increase in new
guardianships, foreign transeripts filed, trusts under supervision, adoption pro-
ceedings, habeas corpus cases, and proceedings for the determination of descent.
The increase in descent proceedings has been continuous since the adoption
of the Probate Code, as shown by the following totals of estates opened and
proceedings for determination of descent,.since 1938:

Year ended Estates Determination

June 30, Opened Closed of Descent
1930 .. 0 0 o 4084 L
1940 .00 * 3,991 757
1941 .. il * 4,585 1,509
1042 . 4,183 4,366 2,110
1943 ... ... 00 4,190 4,333 2,597
1944 .o 4,639 4,359 3,306
1945 ... ... 4249 4,331 3,649

* The number of estates opened was not computed prior to 1942, but since
that date has varied less than ten percent from the number closed. It appears
clearly that although the number of descent proceedings has increased con-
sistently since 1939, there has been no decline (nor substantial increase) in the
number of estates in which full administration was had. :

The business of the probate courts is ‘being disposed of in about the same
time as in the preceding year. 61 percent of estates were closed within 15
months after filing, and 59 percent of the pending estates have been in court
less than one year. This is about 2 percent better than in the year ended
June 30, 1944. Inventories or accounts were filed in 76 percent of the estates
and 54 percent of the guardianships, and -accounts were filed in 59 percent
of the trusts under supervision, a slight decline in each class of about 2 percent.
No reports of marriages or marriage licenses were requested this year, since
this information is compiled by the Vital Statistics branch of the State Board
of Health. :

County CoURTS

Civil cases in county courts increased from 678 to 766, and criminal cases
declined from 1,525 to 1,506. The general types of cases and manner of dis-
position averaged about the same. New county courts have been created in
Douglas, Comanche, and Rooks counties, and we have our first report from
those courts, making a total of 46 county courts in operation,

Crry Courrs

There was a sharp decline in the number of civil cases in the city courts,
from 7,904 to 5,341. Criminal cases show a lesser decrease, from 2,584 to 2,489.
There was also a decline in the number of garnishments from 4,363 to 2,357,
and in executions from 1,847 to 863, and in replevin actions from 442 to 251.
These figures reflect the continuance of wartime employment conditions,
coupled with government regulations against installment purchases. In the
early years of the war many old debts and judgments were collected through
provisional remedies in the city courts, but this phase of litigation has now
fallen off. Forcible detainer actions reached the low figure of 646, compared
with 668 in the previous year, both years being affected by government rent
control regulations, as well as by good employment conditions.
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SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF THE SUPREME COURT )

The following is a summary of the work of the supreme court for the year
ended June 30, 1945, and of cases pending July 1, 1945.

There were 186 appealed civil cases disposed of within the year ended June
30, 1945. Of these, 51 were dismissed without having been presented on the
merits and 135 were submitted on the merits and Wntten opinions filed. Of
these cases, 87 were affirmed, 32 reversed, 5 affirmed in part and reversed in
part, 1 affirmed in part and modified in part, 3 denied, and 7 were dismissed.

The court also disposed of 9 appealed criminal cases. Of this number 8
were dismissed without having been presented on the merits and 1 was sub-
mitted on the merits and written opinion of affirmance filed.

The court also disposed of 15 original cases. Of this number, 6 were dis-
missed before having been presented on the merits, and 9 cases were submitted
on the merits and written opinions filed, resulting in judgment for plaintiff in
2 cases and for defendant in 7 cases.

This makes a total of 210 cases disposed of by the supreme court, of which
65 were dismissed without having been presented on the merits and 145 were
submitted on the merits and written opinions filed. \

The cases pending July 1, 1945, were as follows: 93 appealed civil cases, 15
appealed criminal cases, and 15 original cases, making a total of 123 cases. .

Of the 145 cases submitted to the supreme court on the merits and in which
" written opinions were filed, in 9 cases the opinions were filed before the first
regular opinion day, in 110 cases on the first regular opinion day, in 25 cases
on the second regular opinion day, and in 1 case on the fourth regular opinion
day. The regular opinion day ordinarily is a month after the case is sub-
mitted; more accurately it is the Saturday of the week hearings are had the
next month after the case is submitted.

In the 135 appealed civil cases in which opinions were filed within the year
ended June 30, 1945, the time between the date notice of appeal was filed in this
court and the date the case was submitted on its merits is as follows: Within
3 months, 35 cases; in 3 to 4 months, 23 cases; in 4 to 5 months, 18 cases; in
5 to 6 months, 16 cases; in 6 to 7 months, 13 cases; in 7 to 8 months, 16 cases;
in 8 to 9 months, 2 cases; in 9 to 12 months, 10 cases; and over 12 months,
2 cases.

In the 1 appealed criminal case in which opinion was filed within the year
ended June 30, 1945, the time between the date the notice of appeal was filed
in the supreme court and the date the case was submitted on its merits was
within 4 to 5 months.

In the year ended June 30, 1945 the court disposed of 379 motions, of
which 360, or 95 percent, were disposed of in 30 days; average time, 7 days.

There was pending in the supreme court July 1, 1945, a total of 123 cases
compared with 99 cases on the same date in 1944, 109 in 1943, 175 in 1942,
144 in 1941, 192 in 1940, 249 in 1939, 244 in 1938, 210 in 1937, 268 in 1936,
291 in 1935, 366 in 1934, 333 in 1933, 357 in 1932, 393 in 1931, 397 in 1930,
376 in 1929, and 341 in 1928.

In the 18 years the clerk of the supreme court has furnished us detailed
information of the work of that court, it has disposed of 83800 cases, of which
2,799 were dismissed before final submission, and 6,001 were submitted on the
merits and written opinions filed. .
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Supreme Court—Eighteen-year Summary

Yzear Enpep June 30 Cases. Disposed of. | Dismissed. | Submitted.
1928...000ciiiiiii i Appealed, civil.......... 529 143 386
Appealed, criminal..... .. -101 44 57

Original . ............... 46 13 33

Totals i .ov oL . 676 200 476

1929 .0 Appealed, civil.......... 475 128 347
: Appealed, criminal....... 72 29 43

Original:. 0 36 18 18

Totals. . ........ . 583 175 408

193000000000 00 Appealed, civil.......... 504 143 351
Appealed, criminal..... .. 77 37 40

Omiginal ... .00 0y 52 16 36

Totals............. 633 196 437

193100 i Appelaed, civil.......... 490 131 359
Appealed, criminal..... .. 63 29 34

Original................ 38 13 25

Totals.............. 591 173 418

19320t . Appealed, civil.......... 522 159 363
Appealed, criminal. ... ... 74 45 29

Original................ 32 6 26

Totalss.. i 628 210 418

1933.........00 Appealed, civil. . ........ 459 135 324
Appealed, criminal. ... .. . 66 35 31

Original /.0 23 5 18

Totals. ............ 548 175 373

1934, ... ... .. Appealed, civil.......... 427 149 278
Appealed, criminal..... .. 52 30 22

Original. 000000 0 42 11 31

Totals............. 521 190 331

1936.,...... . .. ...| Appealed, civil.......... 506 167 339
Appealed, criminal. ... ... 58 26 32

Original . ............... 25 11 14

Totals. ... ... .. 589 204 385

1936, 0.0 00 Appealed, civil. ... ...... 475 156 319
Appealed, criminal..... .. 66 31 35

Odgivhl 0 000 39 19 20

Totals. ... ... .. 580 206 374

1937 oo iii Appealed, civil.......... 397 103 294
Appealed, criminal. ...... 56 27 29

Original . 0000 0 33 9 24

Totals............. 486 139 347

19380 .00 Appealed, civil.......... 388 131 257
. Appealed, criminal..... .. 41 25 16
Oviginali. .0 o0 32 6 26

Totals,............ s 162 299

1939................. .. Appealed, civil.......... 397 114 283
Appealed, criminal..... .. 32 17 15

Original . ............... 15 4 11

Totals.. ... .00 444 . 135 309
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SUPREME COURT SUMMARY—CoNCLUDED

Year Enoep JUNE 30 Cases. Disposed of. ' Dismissed. | Submitted.
1040, . il Appealed, civil.......... 426 117 309
: Appealed, criminal....... 31 10 21
Original ................ 39 20 19

Totals........o.... . 496 147 349

1941, .. i Appealed, civil.......... 314 103 211
Appealed, criminal. .. ... 31 14 17

Original................ 64 39 25

Totals. ... ... ' 409 156 253

1942, ... Appealed, civil....... L 293 82 211
: Appealed, criminal....... 23 4 19

Original .. ..o 27 6 21

Totals...oovvinnnn. 343 92 251

1943 i Appealed, civil. ......... 290 72 218
Appealed, criminal....... .28 14 14

Original................ 35 17 18

Totals. .o doiiaiie 353 103 250

1944, ..o Appealed, civil.......... 216 59 157
Appealed, criminal....... 17 7 10

Original................ : 16 5 11

Totals 249 71 178

194500 0 Appealed, civil.......... 186 51 135
Appealed, criminal....... 9 8 1

Originali: ..o 0000 15 6 9

Totals. 210 65 145

Grand totals........ 8,800 2,799 6,001
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TABLE A-1.—ROSTER OF JUDICIAL OFFICIALS

As of July 1,

1945

Counry.

Jud.
dist.

Chase.......... e
Chautauqua, Div. 1
Div. 2

Coffey.............
Comanche. ........
Cowley............

Ellis..............

Haskeil............
Hodgeman.........
Jackson...........

Jewell.............

iowa..... -

Lane.. .. ... ...

Probate judge.

District judge. Clerk of court.
W. H. Anderson....... Jessie M. Fry.........
Hugh Means.......... Mrs. Mabel Church....
Lawrence Day........ Hal Waisner..........
Clark A, Wallace. . . ... Mrs. Edith Myers. . ...
Robert Garvin. . ...... A. L Borts. . .0
Harry W. Fisher. . .... Amy Armstrong.......

John L. Gernon
Carl Ackarman........

H. N. Zimmerman.....
Harry R. Martin. .. ...

W. N. Calkins
Jay Sullivan.......... Mildred Speer.........
Carl Ackarman........ Cleopha Call....... ...
W. N. Calkins
V. J. Bowersock. ... . ..| Lois Mason...........
E.E.Kite............ Chas. N. Roberts......

Karl Miller. ... 00
Edgar C. Bennett. . ...

Hope Grimes.........
Hazel K. Chestnut. . . .

D. Vance.......... Marilyn Whipp. . .....
Jay Sullivan.......... Harry V. Phillips... ...
Karl Miller........... Jessie Chamness**, , , . .
Stewart S. Bloss.... ... Sallie K. Smith........
L. M. Resler.......... Grace Webb..........
E.E Kite............ Alice J. Vernon. . .. ...

Seth Barter, Jr........

James P. Coleman... ..
John L. Gernon. ... ...
Hugh Means......
Lorin T. Peters. .
Carl Ackarman. ..
W. N. Calkins

Beulah M. Swiggett... .
Mary Ellen Simmons..
C. E. Burke

C. A. Spencer......... Fred E. Bieker........
Roy A. Smith. . ..] J.M. Wilson..........
Fred J. Evans.. Mrs. Edna Carter. . . ..
Karl Miller. . . Elta J. Riley..........

Hugh Means. ...

James P. Coleman. .

Christina Woke. . ... ..
Archie H. Moon.......

C. A. Spencer.. .. W.S. Powers.........
Wm. K. Skinner B. A. Summers........
F. O. Rindom Marjorie Fowler.. .. ...

Karl Miller. . . .

Laura Holmes.........
Alma Long...........

Amelia J. Minor.......

Clark A. Wallac Jay B. Pearl. ...... ...
George L. Allison. Mabel A. McMullen

F. O. Rindom Edith Yarbrough......
Lorin T. Peter .S.Haun...........
Lloyde Morris Chelcia Shelby........
Lloyde Morris Nona Crosby. ........
W. R. Mitchell. Bernice Howard..... ..
John L. Kirkpatrick. . .| Gertrude S. Hedberg. . .
Fred J. Evans. .| Bertha Adams........
Clark A. Walla, Nell H. Walter........
Karl Miller. . . F.C.Betts...........
L. E. Goodrich.. Maye Eller...........
Fred J. Evans. Eva Cramer. .........
J. H. Wendorff Dorothy Harrison. .. ..
Roy A. Smith... . D. Harlow.........
Harry W. Fisher......| Will H. Bayless. ... ...
C. A. Spencer......... . W.Rogge..........

A. M. Dunlap*
Deane L. Smith
Philip Schrack

John C. Hilkey
Leonard Birzer

George N. Bainum
Dale Bailey*
Ralph B. Ralston*

C. A. Blackburn
R. E. Rathbun

David C. Graves
Florence Curry

O. T. Ammon*
Oscar E. Peterson*
E. W. Thompson*

W. A, Starliper*
Earl Martin*
Sallie O. Athearn
R. W. Colborn
George Nellans*

Thornton D. Scott*
John R. Bell*

J. B. Wilson*

L. L. Anderson*
Miriam O. Beaty

Alexander Meier
Gerhard Haase

M. C Schrader*
Richard W. Evans*
Clive H. Owen

Jess W. Filby*
H. M. Moss*
E. L. McClure
Myrtie Newby
Grace H. Truax

E. Bowman
B. M. Beyer#*

A. C. Bostwick
. H. Beebe
C. H. Stewart*

Albert Schnellbacher
J. E. Reed*
D. W. Gibson

Claude Kimmel
Salina Teeple*

W. C. Jones
C. W. Eamon*
Fred Hurd
Harry Paxton
Oren Gray

A. J. Myers

Sam Parisa

R. W. Greene

J. B. Sutherland
Gladys G. Hargadine
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TABLE A-1—ConcrLupeD. Roster of Judicial Officials as of July 1, 1945

McPherson.........
Meade. . ..........

Miami............
Mitchell . ..........
Montgomery.......
MOrris. . ooevvvvnne
Morton............

Ottawa............
Phillips. ... ...,

Scottii.iiowia
Sedgwick. ...

Seward............
Shawnee. . ..

Sumner........ o
Thomas. ..........
Trego. o v
Wabaunsee. .......
Wallace. ..........

Wichita............

‘Wyandotte. .

Jud.
dist.

District judge.

Clerk of court.

Probate judge,

| Wm. K T
C. A. Spencer.........
A K. Stavely.........
C. A. Spencer.........

W.D. Vance..........
Fred J. Evans.........
Le Roy Bradfield......
Anderson.......
E.L. Fisher..........

Jay Sullivan..........

James P. Coleman
Edgar C. Bennett
George L. Allison
Karl Miller. ......

Johr L. Kirkpatrick
W. R. Mitchell.
J. W. Holdren. . . .
James P. Coleman
F. O. Rindom... ..

John L. Gernon. .
Le Roy Bradﬁeld
Lorin T, Peters. .

Roy A. Smith. ... ...,

Lorin T, Peters..
E. E. Kite

E. E.
Franklin B. Hettmver
W. D. Vance..

Robert Garvin. . ......

Edgar C. Bennett.....
‘Wm. K. Skinner.......
Lorin T. Peters........
C. A. Spencer.........
Roy A. Smith.........

Fred J. Evans.........
Ross McCormick. . .. ..

Robert L. Ne Smith
Clair E. Robb
I. N. Williams

F. O. Rindom.........
George A. Kline.......

Paul H. Heinz
Dean McElhenny

Wm. K. Skinner.......

Wm. K. Skinner.......
W. R. Mitchell........
Robert Garvin........
F. O. Rindom.........
F. O. Rindom.........

Wendell Ready.......
. Skinner.

W. H.

Willard M. Benton
Harvey J. Emerson
Russell C. Hardy

Lloyde Morrxsd e
Clark A Wallace......
Kite

Bess M. Cook.........

Richard Brodhea
‘Wallace J. Koppes.
Donald 8. Clark.....

Ethel R. Copenhayver...

Ethel Hunt. ...
D. A. Gregory.
Thelma Wright. .
Inez Featherston
Irene Kuder. ..

Iva Weyer......

Mamie E. Hayes. ...
Gladys K. Bondurant. .

Pearl Thompson.......

Mildred Bremer.......

Elma McColl. ........
A.H. Finley..........
Rose Wood. ..........
Floyd Keesee. ........

Lloyd W. Hope.......

O. E. Bonecutter. ......
Louise Portschy.......
G. R. Williams........

Warren A. Scott.......

Laura Saint...........

Joseph F. Musil.......
George F. Crane. .....
_Gladys Driver
‘George W. Brandt.....
O. H. Ford

Nellie Scheuerman. ... .
L. D. Lel

eland

Mrs. Mary Lindley. . ..
Leah B, Willcuts......

Nannie E. Adams. . ...
Sylvia Riley..........

Zelma Williams. . ... ..
Gertrude Bartle.......

Tina B. Wilson........

John F. Fulkerson.....

Ruth Goodrum....

N. C. Knudson........

D. E. Cypher.........

Eva Dorman..........
Mrs. Ida Ward........

Alta Hennon..........

Daisy Dickey.........

0. Kenney.........
Myra Dumond........

John W. Foley........

W. W. Parker
Jay E. Hargett*
P. R. Pulleine*
J. J. Heidebrecht
Florilla De Cow

Frank Barkis
R. C. Wrench*
Ross E. Borders
. M. Jones*
Terrill

. H.

. 8. Slocum
. L. Naff

. C. M. Anderson*

W. A. Hendrickson
T. L. Tiffany*

James W. Bell*
W. D. Lancaster
W. H. Goddard*
G. A. Radefeld*
H. H. Holuba*

E. R. Barnes

M. H. Bird*

A. B. Leigh

Henry H. Van Natta*
H. G. Doddridge*

Scott Pfuetze
. M. James*

Leo Webs*

J. D. Steinle*

Tred D. Joy

e thj

James H. Force*
Clyde M. Hudson

E. 8. Irwin
Roy N. McCue

J. U. Andregg

Nora E. Beecham
Miles Elson

Luther L. Carleton*
Kirk Fiss

J.B. Porter*,

Robert M. Swaim
C. R. McCall*
Walter F. Swiggett*
H. R. Williams
George Cox*

Bertha Pifer*
Maggie Gilmore
Bess Schmit
John H. Schnell*
Clark E. Tucker

* Also ]udge of ¢ounty court.
** In military service.
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MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL

WaLter G. THieLe, Chairman. (1941-).................... Topeka
Justice of the Supreme Court.
Ranpan C. Harvey, Secretary. (1941-)................... Topeka
Epcar C. BENNETT. (1938-)........00oiiiiiiiinniiinninn., Marysville
Judge Twenty-first Judicial District.
GeORGE TEMPLAR. (1939-1941, 1943-).. ... ... .. Arkansas City
SAMUEL E. BarTLETT. (1941-) ... 0 Wichita
JaMes E. TAyLor. (1941-) . ......ooiiiiiiiiiiiniinininnn, Sharon Springs
C. A. SPENCER. (1944-)............ v Qakley
Judge Twenty—third Judicial District.
JouN A. Ernang. (1945-). ... .o oot Kinsley
Chairman Senate Judiciary Committee. :
CHARLES VANCE. (1945-) .. .o Liberal

Chairman House Judiciary Committee.

FORMER MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL

W. W. Harvey. (Chairman, 1927-1941) .................... Ashland

J. C. RuppENTHAL. (Secretary, 1927-1941) ................. Russell
Epwarp L. Fiscuer. (1927-1943) . ..., Kansas City
RoserT C. FoursToN. (1927-1943)....... ...t Wichita
CHArLEs L. Hunr, (1927-1941) ...t Concordia
CupesTer STEVENS. (1927-1941)............................ Independence
JorN W. Davis. (1927-1933)......ccniiiiiiiniiiiinn. . Greensburg
C. W. BurcH. (1927-1931)......... i Salina
ArtHUR C. ScATES. (1927-1929).........0.c0iiiiiiiii.n.. Dodge City
WaLTeEr PrEasant. (1929-1931)............... . Ottawa
Roscor H. WiLson. (1931-1933)............. ..., tie Jetmore
GEORGE AUusTIN BrownN. (1931-1933)...................... Wichita,
Ray H. Beans. (1933-1938) .....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienn St. John
Han E. HARLaN. (1933-1935) .. ... ..ot Manhattan
ScruvrEr C. Bross. (1933-1935) . .......coviiiniiiiinnn.. Winfield
E.H.Rers. (1935-1937) ... .. oiiiiiiiiiiiiannn “... Emporia

O. P. May. (1935-1937)......... e Atchison
Kirgke W. DALE. (1937-1941)........0iiniiiiinniiinnnn.. Arkansas City
Harry W. Fiscuer. (1937-1939)..........covviiiiinnenn. . Fort Scott
Pauvr R. Wounscr., (1941-1943) ... oo Kingman
WarLter F. JoNgs. (1941-1945) .. ..., Hutchinson
GROVER PIERPONT. (1943-1944)...........c0iviiviiiinnnn... Wichita,

I. M. Prart. (1943-1945) . o oo Junction City







